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In addition to the BACs, EPD also convened a State Advisory 
Committee (SAC) comprised of state-level representation of 
organizations on the BACs. Associations of local governments, 
agricultural interests, forestry and mining interests, along with 
economic development representatives and recreation and 
environmental groups, for a total of 32 members, came together 
eight times to offer a state-level perspective on EPD’s proposed 
policy options and management practices. The names of those 
appointed to the SAC are also included in the acknowledgements 
at the end of this document.

The general public was given multiple opportunities and means 
to engage in the comprehensive water planning process. In 
addition to the Basin and State Advisory Committee meetings, 
which were open to the public, the Water Council hosted 22 
Town Hall meetings across the state to solicit input on the 
objectives of the comprehensive statewide water management 
plan. Hundreds attended these meetings and listened to EPD 
discuss the plan, and then provided input either through direct 
verbal comment, written comment, or email submission. A 
dedicated Web site, www.georgiawaterplanning.org, included 
information related to each objective, reports from all meetings, 
and a web-cast of one town hall meeting from each of the three 
rounds; comments were also received through the Web site.

Description of Georgia’s Water Resources:  
A Blueprint for the Future 

This document consists of three major sections:

1)	 “Overview of Georgia’s Water Resources,”

2)	 “Draft Comprehensive Statewide Water Management Plan,” 
and

3)	 “Implementation of Regional Water Planning”

The “Overview of Georgia’s Water Resources” provides basic 
information and summary data on Georgia’s surface water and 
groundwater resources. It is intended solely to provide a brief 
factual water resources backdrop, and is organized to comport 
with hydrologic and hydrogeologic divisions as they exist 	
in Georgia.

The “Draft Comprehensive Statewide Water Management Plan” 
describes the elements of the draft water plan. This section 
details the components of an integrated water policy that 
is the foundation of the plan. The section then outlines the 
recommended approaches to conducting the water resources 
assessments that will inform subsequent regional water planning 
efforts. The next two major elements in this section define a set 
of water quantity and water quality management practices (i.e., 
actions and activities) to be employed in building the regional 
components of the plan for future management of Georgia’s 
water resources. The last element in the section describes the 
recommended approach to completing the regional water 
management plans. Each of the elements in this section is 
constructed in two sequential parts. The first part is a short 
narrative description of a subsequent ‘rule’; and the second part 
is the ‘rule’ itself. This ‘rule’ language, once adopted by the Water 
Council, will then be presented to the Georgia Legislature for 
adoption as the Comprehensive Statewide Water Management 
Plan during the 2008 Legislative Session.

The final substantive section of the document is “Implementation 
of Regional Water Planning”. This section describes the major 
steps in the processes recommended for completing regional 
water planning.
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EPD’s Draft Submission to the Water Council, June 28th, 2007




